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SWAN VALLEY ROAD TRAIN CURFEW 

Statement 
HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [9.02 pm]: In August I spoke in this place about the 
announcement of a three-month trial to lift the Swan Valley road train curfew. 

Tonight, I am pleased to say that as result of the trial and from the many positive outcomes of this trial, the Swan 
Valley road train curfew has now been permanently lifted. During the three-month trial process, I wrote to just 
over 800 residents and business owners along Great Northern Highway who are affected by the road train 
curfew. 

I found it surprising that only a small number of people were aware of the road train curfew and of those, many 
did not know that it applied only to road trains, but thought that it applied to all trucks; making them feel that the 
drivers and were not adhering to the curfew rules. Obviously, this misunderstanding caused a lot of confusion 
amongst the general public, but I found that once I was given the opportunity to explain how the curfew 
operates, the restrictions that the drivers must work within, and that the curfew increases the number of trucks 
that travel through the valley, people began to understand the curfew and its restrictions. 

Drivers with road trains between 30 and 36.5 metres in length have to drop their extra trailers at Apple Street and 
travel through to their destination point; repeating the trip again and again to get two or three trailers to the final 
destination. By simply working out the maths, a road train with three trailers, instead of doing one trip through 
the valley, would travel back and forth along the same stretch of road five times. With the lifting of the curfew, 
the five trips made by these drivers are now reduced to one. It is basic common sense; lifting the curfew will and 
has reduced the traffic congestion through the valley. 

The other hidden benefit of lifting the curfew that the average citizen is not aware of is the positive impact on the 
drivers of these trucks. Many of us did not realise the sacrifice being made by these drivers who are dads, 
husbands and in some cases granddads. I did not hear these stories from them, but from their wives and families. 
As we all know, truck drivers have a reputation for being tough and would not want it known that they have a 
soft side; however, believe it or not, like everyone else, they do. These men, and in some cases women, are away 
from their families for weeks on end as they provide for and support their families the best way they know how. 
I did not know that when they reached Apple Street during the curfew period, with only 20 or 30 minutes left to 
go to get to their homes and families, many would have to stay put all day Saturday waiting for 6.00 pm when 
the curfew would be lifted and enable them to travel to their destinations and then to their homes. This resulted 
in many of them missing precious Saturdays with their children, wives and grandchildren. Knowing that they 
were only minutes away from their homes and families, and unable to watch their children play sport and spend 
quality time at home was an unnecessary and undeserved negative impact imposed on these drivers. 

I have received a letter from the WA Long Distance Owners and Drivers Association thanking me for the work 
that I have done to help them have this curfew lifted. The first paragraph refers to the benefits of having the 
curfew finally abolished. The letter continues — 

It is wonderful that it has made so much difference in so many areas, especially to operators/drivers and 
their families, creating better wellbeing for the drivers with many liking the new flexibilty to better plan 
weekend family time. 

That alone says it all. I know that at the end of my week, I want to be home with my husband and my family. It 
is a reward at the end of the week that we all look forward to. And it is a reward that I believe our drivers 
deserve, like the rest of us. 

When the Minister for Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, announced the permanent lifting of the curfew on 
12 October, I was relieved that commonsense had prevailed, that the overall traffic congestion along Great 
Northern Highway through the valley would be reduced and that drivers would no longer have to push 
themselves to beat the curfew or be stranded at Apple Street, away from their families. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate Main Roads for all the work it has done during the trial period. Its 
consultation and monitoring of the effectiveness of lifting the curfew is to be commended. It engaged the local 
community and stakeholders with workshops and interviews, and provided surveys to the general public. The 
overall finding of the review was that the curfew no longer addressed the current challenges created by heavy 
vehicle traffic in the valley. During the trial period, which was extended for a further six weeks, Main Roads did 
not stop collecting data or communicating with the community. 

I will outline some of Main Roads’ methods, including installing signage throughout the valley advising that the 
curfew was under trial; placing advertisements in local media and transport publications; installing electronic 
traffic counters to count vehicle combinations and movements; installing signage requesting truck drivers reduce 
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the noise associated with engine breaking; and identifying the Main Roads customer contact centre, along with 
the City of Swan, as a contact point for feedback.  

Main Roads WA inspectors also patrolled the route to monitor traffic flow and to ensure compliance. They also 
conducted a survey of the community and of stakeholders. The consultants delivered 950 surveys to every 
resident and business on the curfew route, every resident and business beside the curfew route along Great 
Northern Highway to Roe Highway and every resident in the subdivision near Apple Street. On the day of the 
announcement, the report was available on the website as a public document for everyone to view. When I read 
the member for West Swan’s media release, I was surprised at her claim that the whole process was shrouded in 
secrecy. I do not know where she has been. As I mentioned, there has been consultation and community liaison 
on this matter since August 2010. In fact, the report, as I mentioned earlier, is available on the Main Roads’ 
website for everyone to see, including the member for West Swan. The fact that the member stated in her media 
release that she had conducted her own survey tells me that not only was she aware of the trial but that maybe 
her individual survey caused confusion in the community. I only hope that the people who participated in her 
survey were encouraged to participate in the official survey—the survey that counted. However, the report by 
Main Roads on the review notes that the member for West Swan reported in her media release that she received 
14 responses to her survey and that eight of the returned surveys wanted the curfew to remain. That is right—14 
responses to her survey. I am glad Main Roads conducted its own survey. Rather than Main Roads being 
shrouded in secrecy perhaps the member for West Swan’s survey was shrouded in secrecy given that only 14 
people responded! Further on in her media statement the member mentioned that in her request of 9 September, 
she wanted the minister to reveal some trial information. However, she was a little too early; in fact, a month too 
early, because the feedback was not all collected until 25 September. Obviously, the member was not aware of 
how the process worked.  

In closing, I congratulate Main Roads WA for its very prompt action in preparing the report and I encourage all 
those who are interested to view it online themselves. I welcome the trial and I honestly believe that the local 
community and businesses affected throughout the Swan Valley will benefit from this curfew being permanently 
lifted.  
 


